
SOKENDAI Response to a COVID-19 Infections: Entrance Examination (Winter of 2020) 

 

Regarding the selection of applicants for 3-year Doctoral Program in Department of Astronomical Science, Application Guideline will be 

changed as follows. 

 

 Application Guideline (Normal Time) Entrance Examination Conducted in the Winter of 2020 

Written Exam 

/ Oral Exam 

P38. Venue of the examination 

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan 

2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka-city, Tokyo 181-8588 

*From the South Exit of JR Musashi-sakai station (JR Chuo 

Line), take Odakyu bus No.91 at the No.3 bus stop and get 

off at "Tenmondai Mae" bus stop. 

*From the North Exit of Keio Chofu station, take Odakyu 

bus (91 and 51) at the No.11 bus stop, and get off at 

"Tenmondai Mae" bus stop. 

https://www.nao.ac.jp/en/access/mitaka/access.html 

 

 

 

 

P43 

3. Selection Method 

Paper screening and interview are carried out. (On Monday, 

August 24, 2020 for the first round, and on Thursday, 

January 21, 2021 for the second round) 

(1) At interview, applicants are first asked to have a 

presentation on their study. Then, an oral 

P38. Venue of the examination 

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan 

2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka-city, Tokyo 181-8588 

*From the South Exit of JR Musashi-sakai station (JR Chuo 

Line), take Odakyu bus No.91 at the No.3 bus stop and get 

off at "Tenmondai Mae" bus stop. 

*From the North Exit of Keio Chofu station, take Odakyu 

bus (91 and 51) at the No.11 bus stop, and get off at 

"Tenmondai Mae" bus stop. 

https://www.nao.ac.jp/en/access/mitaka/access.html 

Note: Depending on the pandemic situation, the entrance 

examination may be conducted online. Please check with 

Graduate Student Affairs Unit, NAOJ. 

 

P43 

3. Selection Method 

Paper screening and interview are carried out. (On Monday, 

August 246, 202019 for the first round, and on Thursday, 

January 213, 20210 for the second round)  

(1) At interview, applicants are first asked to have a 
presentation on their study. Then, an oral 



 

【Contact】 

Graduate Student Affairs Section, 

Research Promotion Division, Administration Department, 

National Astronomical Observatory of Japan 

2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka-city Tokyo 181-8588 

TEL +81-422-34-3659 

E-mail daigakuin★nao.ac.jp （★→＠） 

examination follows. At the oral examination, 

applicants are provided with basic text in English 

that is related to astronomy and physics, and to 

answer questions either in Japanese or English. 

Following that, an interview is carried out to examine 

the applicant’s future plans and other general 

matters. For presentation, a PC projector will be 

provided. 

(2) On the day of interview, there is also an English 

test (30 minutes. A dictionary cannot be used.). 

 

examination follows. At the oral examination, 

applicants are provided with basic text in English 

that is related to astronomy and physics, and to 

answer questions either in Japanese or English. 

Following that, an interview is carried out to examine 

the applicant’s future plans and other general 

matters. For presentation, a PC projector will be 

provided. 

(2) On the day of interview, there is also an English 
test (30 minutes. A dictionary cannot be used.). 

 

Note: In case the number of applicants is large, the 

reading of text may be eliminated, and the examination 

will be switched to an oral examination in which the 

examiner asks questions directly to the applicant. 

 

Details of the necessary preparation for the online 

examination and the oral examination will be notified to 

applicants individually. 

 


